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Starting with this concept, we 
are then able to accurately view 
and correctly value not only our 
possessions, but, more 
importantly, human life itself. In 
essence, stewardship defines 
our purpose in this world as 
assigned to us by God Himself. 
It is our divinely given 
opportunity to join with God in 
His worldwide and eternal 
redemptive movement 
(Matthew 28:19-20). 
Stewardship is not God taking 
something from us; it is His 
method of bestowing His 
richest gifts upon His people. 

In the New Testament, two 
Greek words embody the 
meaning of our English word 
“stewardship.” The first word 
is epitropos which means 
"manager, foreman, or 
steward." From the standpoint 
of government, it means 
“governor or procurator.” At 
times it was used in the New 
Testament to mean “guardian,” 
as in Galatians 4:1-2: “What I 
am saying is that as long as the 
heir is a child, he is no different 
from a slave, although he owns 
the whole estate. He is subject 
to guardians and trustees until 
the time set by his father.” 
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The second word 
is oikonomos. It also means 
"steward, manager, or 
administrator" and occurs 
more frequently in the New 
Testament. Depending on the 
context, it is often translated 
“dispensation, stewardship, 
management, arrangement, 
administration, order, plan, or 
training.” It refers mostly to the 
law or management of a 
household or of household 
affairs. 

Notably, in the writings of Paul, 
the word oikonomos is given 
its fullest significance in that 
Paul sees his responsibility for 
preaching the gospel as a 
divine trust (1 Corinthians 
9:17). Paul refers to his call 
from God as the 
administration (stewardship) 
of the grace of God for a 
ministry of the divine mystery 
revealed in Christ (Ephesians 
3:2). In this context, Paul is 
portraying God as the master 
of a great household, wisely 
The strength, inspiration and 
growth in the management of 
our lives must come from God 
through the Holy Spirit in us; 
otherwise, our labor is in vain 
and the growth in stewardship 
is self-righteous, human 
growth. 
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To discover what the Bible says 
about stewardship, we start 
with the very first verse: “In the 
beginning God created the 
heavens and the 
earth” (Genesis 1:1). As the 
Creator, God has absolute 
rights of ownership over all 
things, and to miss starting 
here is like misaligning the top 

but
ton on our shirt or blouse—
nothing else will ever line up. 
Nothing else in the Bible, 
including the doctrine of 
stewardship, will make any 
sense or have any true 
relevance if we miss the fact 
that God is the Creator and has 
full rights of ownership. It is 
through our ability to fully 
grasp this and imbed it in our 
hearts that the doctrine of 
stewardship is understood.  

The biblical doctrine of 
stewardship defines a man’s 
relationship to God. It 
identifies God as owner and 
man as manager. God makes 
man His co-worker in 
administering all aspects of our 
life. The apostle Paul explains it 
best by saying, “For we are 
God’s fellow workers; you are 
God’s field, God’s building” (1 
Corinthians 3:9). 
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Stewardship defines our 
practical obedience in the 
administration of everything 
under our control, everything 
entrusted to us. It is the 
consecration of one’s self and 
possessions to God's service. 
Stewardship acknowledges in 
practice that we do not have 
the right of control over 
ourselves or our property—God 
has that control. It means as 
stewards of God we are 
managers of that which 
belongs to God, and we are 
under His constant authority as 
we administer His affairs. 

Faithful stewardship means that 
we fully acknowledge we are 
not our own but belong to 
Christ, the Lord, who gave 
Himself for us. 

The ultimate question, then, is 
this: Am I the lord of my life, or 
is Christ the Lord of my life? In 
essence, stewardship expresses 
our total obedience to God and 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.
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Accordingly, we must always 
remember the sole source of 
our strength in pleasing God: “I 
can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens 
me” (Philippians 4:13 NJKV). 
Paul also said, “But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, 
and his grace to me was not 
without effect. No, I worked 
harder than all of them—yet not 
I, but the grace of God that was 
with me” (1 Corinthians 15:10).  

More often than not, when we 
think of good stewardship, we 
think of how we manage our 
finances and our faithfulness in 
paying God’s tithes and 
offerings. But as we’re 
beginning to see, it’s much 
more than that. In fact, it’s more 
than just the management of 
our time, our possessions, our 
environment, or our health. 
Stewardship is our obedient 
witness to God’
s sovereignty. 
It’s what motivates the follower 
of Christ to move into action, 
doing deeds that manifest his 
belief in Him. Paul’s 
stewardship involved 
proclaiming that which was 
entrusted to him—the gospel 
truth. 
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Women Ministries Members 
Attend Annual Conference  
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Members of NHMBC Women Intermediate  and Junior Women Ministries participated in the 2017 Vine 
Conference in Belle Glade Florida,  August 25 – 26, 2017. Women from across the state of Florida 
attended this annual event.  The focus of this event was Prayer. Participants created a War Room for 
Prayer.  Featured speakers were NHMBC’s  Vivian Walker who spoke Grace and Mercy.   Barbara Wright 
who is the National President the Senior Women Auxiliary,  National Baptist Convention of America 
(NBCA) taught on prayer.    

The goals of the Women Intermediate and Junior Women Ministries are to win souls to Christ; promote 
family worship; demonstrate Christian conduct in speech and dress; engage in prayer and Bible study 
daily; conduct studies of mission messages in the word of God; observe scheduled seasons of prayer; 
religiously educate their children; and to systematically support the Church with its time, talent treasure 
and testimony. 

Consider joining these ministries at NHMBC. Both meet on the Monday nights after the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays. The ages are:  

• Junior Women are females from age’s eighteen (18) through forty (40). 
• Women’s Intermediate Auxiliary are females from ages forty-one (41) through fifty-nine (59).
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Serving Church and Community 
Labor Day Outreach
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The Outreach ministry of  NHMBC was operating in full force on 
September 4th (Labor Day) at New Hope. The members of 
Hillsborough County’s  homeless community were our special guests.  
The Church provided a hearty breakfast, showers, hair cuts, clothing,  
clean under garments, shoes,  toiletries and greeting cards to 92 
guests.  More than 50 haircuts were provided by four barbers who 
volunteered their time and equipment.   Twenty-five guests took 

showers. The Tampa Hillsborough Homeless Initiative (THHI.ORG) reports there were 1,817 
homeless men, women and children in Hillsborough County in 2016. There is a real and 
constant need to outreach to the homeless.  The Lord commands us  help those in need - “But 
whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?” —1 John 3:17. One of the greatest 
characteristics that should embody the Christian life is the act of helping or serving others. 
Most Christians want to part of a Congregation that has a ‘culture’ of service and provides 
opportunities to the membership to serve those in needs.  Serving others opens the door to 
share the Gospel with  those who are not saved.  Serving others is a visible demonstration of 
God’s love.  Serving other is being obedient to God.   Serving others helps you to become 
more grateful and realize the blessings in your life.  Per Sister Linda G. Padgett,  NHMBC 
Outreach Director,  there were 91 volunteers on Labor Day – 86 adults, 2 college students and 
4 children. Fifty-eight breakfasts were delivered to sick & shut-in and elderly members.   

Linda G. Padgett, NHMBC 
Outreach Director
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FOR MORE 

PHOTOS GO TO 

@NEWHOPETAMPA 

ON FACEBOOK

Serving Church and Community 
Labor Day Outreach
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As shared previously, the Christian's primary commission is 
to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with a sinner or 
nonbeliever. Matthew 28:19-20 (Great Commission) gives 
us the biblical Commission; it reads "Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 
lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen. "(KJV). The commandment that should govern us to 
share the Gospel is love of God and love of our fellow man 
and woman. The scripture that gives us this foundation is 
Mark 12:30-31, it reads "And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greater than these. "

We should share the Gospel out of love of God and our 
fellow man or woman, who does not know Jesus Christ in 
the pardoning of their sins. The author asks the question of

a Christian, if you were offered the most rewarding thing in 
life, would you take it? Of course we all would. Well 
evangelism can provide that opportunity. "Think about it! If 
God uses you in any way to introduce someone to Jesus 
Christ, your life has now counted for eternity. Somebody 
will not be eternally separated from God as God used you 
to speak His name to them." We should all look forward to 
being in heaven and seeing the faces of fellow Christians 
that we know we played a role in their being in Heaven! 
What a privilege and an opportunity God has given us to 
glorify him through the sharing of the Gospel.

The Great Commission’s concluding phrase says "And lo, I 
am with you always" this is the Lord telling us that he will be 
with us as we share the Gospel. We get to have the Lord 
partnering with us in Evangelism. Remember that the Lord 
has to bring the lost to Christ. We are only the instruments, 
not the power. But as we walk in faithful obedience to Him, 
scared to death of approaching nonbelievers, but wanting 
to be used in evangelism, the Lord will be there helping, 
comforting, strengthening, encouraging, and teaching us.

The Charge and the MotivationDeacon Ron Peterson,
Chairman, NHMBC Deacons’ Ministry

The Lord told the disciples in Matthew
4:19 " Follow me and I will make you

fishers of men." (KJV) what a privilege
the Lord has given to us. Each of us can
evangelize, we just need the
commitment to prepare ourselves and
not be afraid to step out in faith with
God by our side. For some it is kind of
scary to think about and in fact share
the Gospel with the lost. But let's have
the attitude that by God's grace and with
His help I am going to consistently talk
to other people about Christ and clearly
present the Gospel. We just need to
prepare ourselves. In the coming
months I will share how we prepare
ourselves for this critical work that the
Lord has charged

us to do. I would also suggest that you
make a point of attending New Hope's
discipleship training classes. One of the
books used is “Show Me How to Share
the Gospel“. Talk to the Discipleship
Training Director. Deacon Tim Walker.
for more information. We can look
forward to that day in eternity, when
God will introduce us to people that He
used us to share the Gospel with, and
they are here because we planted the
seed and God granted the increase. 1
Corinthians 3:7 reads "So then neither
is he that planteth anything, neither he
that watereth; but God that giveth the
increase. “To God be the Glory!






 

By Dierdre Wilson-Allen,  NHMBC Health Care Ministry Chairman

September is National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. Prostate cancer is the second most commonly 
diagnosed type of cancer among American men. For reasons unknown, African American men are more 
likely to get prostate cancer than men from other racial/ethnic groups. They are also twice as likely to die 
from prostate cancer as other men. 

You may have heard about these higher risks from a news story, or from friends or family. You may also 
have heard about prostate cancer screening and wondered if you should be screened. Cancer screening 
tests check for the disease before a person has symptoms. The goal of cancer screening is to decease 
the risk of dying of the target cancer by picking it up at a sufficiently early stage. 

Did you know... 
• The National Cancer Institute predicts 218,000 American men will hear the words “You have prostate

cancer''.
• There are 25,000 more cases of prostate cancer diagnosed annually in the U.S. than breast cancer

cases, yet prostate cancer is rarely talked about. 
• More than 32,000 American men will die from prostate cancer this year. These are our fathers,

husbands, brothers, sons, friends, colleagues and neighbors. 
• One in six men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer during their lifetime.
• African American males and men with a family history of prostate cancer are more likely  to contract the

disease. 

America's prostate cancer organizations recommend that men in high risks groups start annual prostate 
health screenings and PSA at 35 years old and suggest all men start getting tested at age 40. Not all men 
experience symptoms of an enlarged prostate which is why it is important to have a regular prostate 
examination starting at age 40. If you have any symptoms of an enlarged prostate, it is important to have 
your doctor do a digital rectal exam and do a blood test called PSA to screen for prostate cancer. 
Symptoms may include: 
• Needing to urinate  two or more times during the night
• Incontinence
• Dribbling at the end of urinating
• Inability to urinate
• Pain with urination
• Strong and sudden urge to urinate
• Weak urine stream

African American Men & Prostate Cancer: Be 
Your Own Advocate & UnderstandScreenings!
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Nutrition’s Role In Helping To Prevent 
Prosta  Cancer

There are some things in a man's life he cannot control such as family history of prostate cancer 
or getting old. But one very important lifestyle factor that is within his control is diet. Choosing to eat 
a healthy diet may reduce the occurrence of prostate and possibly help curtail the progression 
of prostate cancer. Much research has been done to study the effects of diet on the 
development of prostate cancer.  

This information is aimed at getting men to think about their health and schedule a checkup. Tell 
all the guys you know over 40  years old that it is just that simple.  

Again I'm not a doctor, just delivering the facts.

NewHopeTampa.org    September 2017 Newsletter

http://NewHopeTampa.org
http://NewHopeTampa.org
http://NewHopeTampa.org
http://NewHopeTampa.org





 

IMAGE

 NewHope.Tampa.org             September 2017 Newsletter 10

NHMBC  Deaconess & Ministers’ 
Wives Host Annual  State Retreat

NHMBC was the location of the 4th Annual State Deaconess Council’s Retreat on August 24, 2017. The 
Deaconess Council is one of the ministries of the Progressive Missionary and Educational Convention of 
Florida, Incorporated.   Dr. Bartholomew Banks, is the president the Convention  and Sister Gerri McCallister is 
the president of the State of Florida Deaconess  Council. Sister McCallister is a long time member Galilee 
Missionary Baptist Church, St. Petersburg, Florida. 

The Retreat began with devotion. Cheryl Collins, NHMBC, Deaconess & Ministers Wives Ministry Chairman 
welcomed the deaconess from across the state of Florida to New Hope and the Retreat.   The attendees were 
treated to a smorgasbord of food and an myriad  of fun-filled activities. Sister Ruth Johnson who serves as 
Teacher & Workshop Director of the Deaconess Council gave an overview of the book, “Walking in the 
Newness of Life” by Dr. Maurice Riley.  Sister Johnson is a member of  New Jerusalem MBC of  St. Petersburg, 
Florida.   Presentations were made to NHMBC’s Sisters Cheryl Collins and Lorraine Cleveland by President 
McCallister for their efforts to ensure the Retreat was a success.  

NHMBC Deaconess & Ministers’ Wives Ministry  is comprised of the wives and widows of deacons, preachers 
and the pastor of the New Hope.  The responsibilities of the DMW Ministry  members are to serve during the 
ordinances of Holy Communion and the Baptism.  The goals of the ministry are to foster peace, love and 
Christin unity in the membership by witness and deportment   and to use our gifts for the betterment of this 
church, all people and the kingdom of God. 

Top: Some Members of NHMBC  
Deaconess & Ministers’ Wives 
Ministry 

Cheryl Collins, Chairman (seated) 

Bottom (L): Lorraine Cleveland, 
Vice President, NHMBC DMW 
Ministry, Gerri McCall ister , 
Pre s i d e n t , S t a t e o f F l o r i d a 
Deaconess Council,  Cheryl 
Collins, President NHMBC DMW 
Ministry. 

Bottom (R): Clara Cobb,  
Retreat Chairman, Historian of  
State Deaconess Council,  Member 
at Mt. Olive MBC, Tampa, FL.
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Minister Charles Perry Delivered Message at State ’s 
Brotherhood Unity Day & Deaconess Summit

The 8th Annual Marlvin Phillips Brotherhood Unity Day & Deaconess Council Summit was held at NHMBC on 
August 25 - 26, 2017. Mt. Pilgrim District Association was the hosting Association.  Dr. W. J. Hayes is the 
Association’s Moderator. Minister Charles Perry was the Messenger for Friday night’s Communion Service.  
The theme was “That We All May Be One”, Ephesians 4:1- 6.  

A few points from Minister Perry’s sermon “There are things going on in the world that seeks to divide but that 
should not be in the Church. We must be the example of togetherness.  Unity is essential.   Where there is 
disunity there is turmoil.   One of the characteristics of Unity is - When one hurt, we all should hurt.   There is 
something for you to do in the Church. It is more about what you do rather than what you say. How do we 
handle conflict?  A soft answer?  Reasoning together?  Striving for peace?”  Minister Perry admonished each of 
us to develop the characteristics of Unity.  

Other program participants were Minister Marcus Jacobs who read the scripture, Minister James Richardson 
who introduced  Minister Perry, Cheryl Collins who extended words of welcome to the congregation and the 
NHMBC Male Chorus.  Deacon Wayne Herring who is the State President,  Brotherhood Ministry and Sister 
Gerri McCallister,  State President, Deaconess Council, expressed words of encouragement to the 
congregation and appreciation to Pastor Larry J. Mouton, Jr. for hosting this annual event.  Lastly, the Lord’s 
Supper, officiated by Pastor Mouton, was observed by all present.  

Minister Charles Perry, Associate Minister NHMBC Minister James Richardson

Pastor Larry J. Mouton, Jr.

Minister Marcus Jacobs
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